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“Beginning Ministry” 

Mark 1:14-15 

Beginning Ministry 

1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 
a) John’s Opposition 

b) Jesus’ Preaching 

2. Jesus’ Message (v.15a) 
a) Time is Fulfilled 

b) Kingdom of God is Near 

3. Jesus’ Desired Response (v.15b) 
a) Repent 

b) Believe 

1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

a) John’s Opposition 

 - Events after temptation and John’s 
arrest are recorded in John 1:19-5:54 

 - Taken into custody – lit. delivered up 

   - passive voice – Done according 
     to God’s purpose 

 - Same was done to Jesus 
 

1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

a) John’s Opposition 

  - Mark 6:17-20 – story of John’s 
imprisonment 

 - Mark 6:21-29 – story of John’s  

 death 

 

*v.20 – Herod respected John* 
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1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

a) John’s Opposition 
John and Daniel as an example of: 
• John 15:18 – "If the world hates you, you know 

that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
• 2 Tim. 3:12 – “Yes, and all who desire to live godly 

in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
• 1 Peter 3:14 – “But even if you should suffer for 

the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And 
do not fear their intimidation, and do not be 
troubled.” 

 

           

1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

b) Jesus’ Preaching 

 - Preaching = proclaiming/heralding 

The gospel 

 - Good news. News the brings joy 

 - This is what sets Christianity apart – 
we don’t give advice, or a list of things 
you have to do to get to God, we tell 
you news! 

 

1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

b) Jesus’ Preaching 

Of the Kingdom of God 

  - Return to the perfect creation of the 
garden before it was destroyed by sin 

  - Kingdom is a forever kingdom that is 
perfect! It is your future home 

1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

b) Jesus’ Preaching 
 Of the Kingdom of God 
  - used 69 times in New Testament 
God rules a kingdom in 3 ways: 
1. God rules sovereignly over all creation because 

he is God 
2. Over his people in a particular way – the 

believers in the Old and New Testaments 
3. OT specific – descendant of David ruling over all 

the earth from Jerusalem.  
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1. Jesus’ Ministry Begins (v. 14) 

b) Jesus’ Preaching 

 Of the Kingdom of God 

  - Requirements for entry: 

1. Repentance (Matthew 4:7) 

2. Righteousness (Matt. 5:20) 

3. Childlike faith (Mark 10:15) 

4. Generally – Born again (John 3:3) 

The Kingdom of God is not the Church 

• The Kingdom is described as: 
– Christ reigning, and David also with no enemies around 

(Jer. 30:9-10) 
– Like Solomon, prosperity and peace (Isa. 2:4) 
– Desert will grow like Garden of Eden (Ez. 36:35) 
– Lion lay down with the Lamb (Isa. 11:6) 
– Harvests will be bountiful (Amos 9:13-15) 
– Crime and Disease Gone (Isa. 33:24) 
– All nations undertake pilgrimages to Jerusalem to pay their 

tribute to the King of Kings. (Zech. 14:16-19) 
– All saints will reign with Christ as His ambassadors, 

governors, and administrators. (Rev. 20:6) 

There will be kingdom citizens 
produced during the present age; 

however, that does not mean that the 
present age is actually the kingdom 

age.  
 

2. Jesus’ Message (v.15a) 

a) Time is Fulfilled 

  - over 300 OT prophesies of Jesus 

   - Gal 4:4 – when the fullness of time is 
come… 

 

God had it all planned out 
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2. Jesus’ Message (v.15a) 

b) Kingdom of God is Near 

 - It is near, not here.  

Jesus – The king of the kingdom was 
walking in his kingdom, yet they didn’t 
recognize him as their king.  

 

2 Cor. 6:2 – Today is the day of Salvation! 

 

3. Jesus’ Desired Response (v.15b) 

a) Repent 

 - turn around 

 - Turn from the things that Jesus hates 
to the things that he loves.  

  

 

3. Jesus’ Desired Response (v.15b) 

b. Believe 

 - To have faith in 

 - To trust in 

 

 

 

Questions 

• Are you facing persecution or hardships for 
doing the right thing?  

• Do things feel like things are spiraling out of 
control – that life has no purpose or meaning? 

• Are you a citizen of the Kingdom of God?   


